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themselves has made them gravitate m the direction
of Great Britain.
The extreme eagerness of the Egyptian nationalists
to conclude an alliance, in the form of a treaty, with
Great Britain, and the parallel eagerness of the
British Foreign Office to come to terms, have both
been due m a great measure to a determination to
prevent any sudden attack by Italy on Egypt. For
if the new "Italian Empire" is intended to follow
the same line of advance as the old Roman Empire,
Egypt clearly stands m danger, flanked by Libya
in the west and Abyssinia in the south. Since Egypt
cannot stand alone, a close alliance with Britain is
indispensable.
In India itself these startingly sudden changes in
Egypt and Arabia have not produced as much
effect on Muslim opinion as might have been
expected. The truth appears to be that there have
been so many things done m the past few years to
incense the Muslim world that even when advan-
tages seem to be gamed for Islam the sullen mood
remains. Not only has the Khilafat movement con-
tinued to disturb the mind, but the very fact that
Islam itself has suffered greatly since the tremendous
upheaval of the World War has made those in
India who are deeply religious in character confused
in their own thoughts about the future. Especially,
among the younger generation, the disastrous effect
of irrehgion is being witnessed and the Marxian
contempt of all religion has gained a hold which
would have been unthinkable a generation ago.